
Universities as Agents of 

Sustainability

Jerry Schnoor
Civil & Environmental Engineering

Center Global & Regional Env Research

American Academy of Sciences 

on University Sustainability 

Santiago -- March 16, 2009



What better way to address sustainability than 
to start on our own campus?

Å Universities are ñcorporationsò 
of major importance

ï They are more complex 
than most industries with 
chemical laboratory wastes, 
large energy expenditures, 
greenhouse gases, and 
medical wastes

ïGenerally, given ñspecial 
considerationsò by govt.

ïUniversityôs power of 
purchasing is immense

Å We ñtalk the talkò but can we 
ñwalk the walkò?

Å Learning by doing!



UIowa Engineers for a Sustainable World (ESW) 
developed a Green Campus Initative

Å University of Iowa Student Government 
(UISG) teamed with Engineers for a 
Sustainable World (ESW)

Å Sponsored seminar events ñGreen 
Awakeningò with Hunter Lovins and 
ñBiomimicryò with Janine Benusch

Å Progressive Career Fair brings 80 
ñgreenò employers to 400 students in a 
one of a kind event

Å Joined Energy Star

Å Started Energy Conservation and 
Advisory Council which became 
Sustainability Advisory Council

ï Major university initiative 
announced by UI President



ESW Students tackle international water projects

Å Environmental education and 
wastewater treatment using 
wetlands in Xicotepec, Mexico

Å Project in Haiti partnering with 
Procter & Gamble (Pur packets 
for water disinfection) and 
Rotary Intl.

Å Won EPA People Prosperity and 
Planet $75,000 grant for hand-
powered chlorine disinfection 
unit from salt and seawater

ï Projects in Africa



EPA People Prosperity and Planet (P3) Proposal 

Å Student exchanges

Å University students from 
Mexico intern at the University 
of Iowa 

Å University of Iowa students 
work on clean water projects in 
Mexico



Teaching students in Mexico about clean wateré



ESW students raised campus awareness showing that 
money spent on wasted energy could reduce tuition

ñCoal or classesò campaign 
resulted in favorable student 
reactions in dormitories and in 
the press

Energy Awareness 

campaign for students; 

faculty reminded to 

power-down offices and 

laboratories


